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n enk itt di Arbe d £22 Wow t6 whom — 
fully return my grateful Thanks, for the Honour He has conferred upon Me, I ſend forth this 
newly-invented Copy-Book, for the Inſpection of School-Maſters and private Tutors. I am far from - 
arrogantly attempting to teach Thoſe who. are wiſer than Myſelf, nor do I preſume to offer a finiſhed | 
Syſtem ; having only fruck out a fimple Plan, for the more Skillfull* to improve upon. However, as an 
eaſy and ſpeedy Mode of attaining and retaining the principal Parts of Speech, I hope I may be allowed 
| to recommend It; for, having Myſelf taught Writing to young Ladies above nine Yeats, I am capable of 
judging, by the Improvement of my Pupils, of the Facility with which, 9 ä 
quired the firſt Rudiments of Grammar. | 
The Cuſtom of diſtinguiſhing Subſtantives, by beginning with Capitals, is far from general, —_ 
Names of Perſons and Places, nor do I wiſh to influence Thoſe who are of the Opinion that more is un- 
neceſſaty. I will only bring one Inſtance to prove how entirely the Senſe of a beautiful Sentence may be 
loſt, by the injudicious Uſe of a ſmall Letter in a wrong Place. In ſome elegant Lines, written aher. 
nately by Dr, Johnſon and Mrs. Piozzi, the two following occur: | 
% The Tempeſt gives the Calm Delight: 
The Morning owes her Charms to Night.” 
Io theft Line were e n ay" ' Whereas, if written, 
thus, 

ce The Tempeſt gives che calm Delight,” 
the Subſtantive, merely by beginning with a ſmall Letter, becomes an Adjective, and the Meaning is obvi- | 
ouſly this: “ The Tempeſt is ca/mly delightful" Nor does the Article, 2he, preceding It, obviate the 
Error. | 
However indifferent correct Writers may be reſpekting the Uſe of Capitals at the Beginning of all 
Subftantives, I think there can be no One whoſe Eye is not offended by the illiterate Uſe of Them, at the 
Beginning of AdjeQlives; and yet how frequently do We find the Latter uſurping the Privilege of the 
Former, even in the Letters of Perſons who have had what is called a liberal Education. An Flegant 
writer. A Faithfu] friend. A Profeſſional engagement. cc. &c. are far from uncommon; and yet to 
point out ſuch Errors to a Friend would perhaps be to loſe a Correſpondent ; Kn 0 
fancied Abilities, and fo unwilling, in general, to bend to Inſtruction. | 
It may probably be advanced in Excuſe, ts Tie wit as os tat tots Leena: 
Propriety ; but I am very ſure, that, when accuſtomed to uſe Capitals in their proper Places, it would take 
PCC A 


Meg faſhionable Writers 209 laws on the Seals 717 he hate Words; and, for the bake of Putin 
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Comprehenſion will ſoon make the Diſtinction: For Inſtance ; if I ſend a Letter to a Friend, with Another 


-encloſed, and thus expreſs Myſelf: < I beg the Favour of You to peruſe the Exclio/ed. I write Encloſed 
with a Capital E or I, becauſe the Subſtantive, Letter, is implied: But if I ſay, the enclſed Letter,” + -- 


then write encloſed with a ſmall e or i. Again, if I ſay © Poverty awaiteth the Profligate,” I write 
Profligate with a capital P: But, if I fay * the profligate Family, profligate Men, &c. I uſe a ſmall 
Letter; profligate, then taking Its Place. as an Adjective, exprefling the Failing of the Family, &c.. 
pointed out. Perſonal Pronouns, as He, She, We, You, Me, &c. have as great Right * honour- 


ed with Capitals as proper Names of Perſons, being their Subllitutes or e 


I hope I ſhall not be conſidered as having eneroached on an Employment belonging to the 3 
nor as endeavouring to diminiſh their Superiority, As ſuch is by no Means my Intention, I flatter Myſelf 
no Writing-Maſter will be diſpleaſed with Me for ſuggeſting a Plan, which may facilitate the Progreſs of 
his Scholars in a Study, which every Teacher muſt know is, to five Children out of fix, dry, difficult, and 
tedious ; and how little Knowledge of Grammar is acquired in ſeveral Years ſpent at School is preſeatly 


diſcovered in a ſhort Converſation or Correſpondence even with Thoſe whoſe Education is called finifbed. 


It is probable, that ſo great a Diſſection of our Language will take Place in a few Years, chat the | 


following Rules will gradually become obſolete, In that Caſe, They may always. be rogulated by the 


Standard of the Day. 5 
Dr. Trinder, in his excellent Eſay on \ Engliſh 3 has obige his Readers with an Obſervation | 
on the Ward miſtaken, which is ſo frequently miſuſed. Even Authors of great Reſpectability and Erudition 

have fallen into the Error; and the ſevereſt Critics, obvious as It is, have paſſed It by unnoticed. | 

% The Phraſe, I am miſtaken,” ſays Dr. Trinder, “ is frequently and improperly uſed for'l am mitaling, 
« or 1 miſtake. — I am miſtaken means that I am miſunderſtood ; not, as It is uſually applied, that I miſtake.”? 

I fincerely wiſh Dr. Trinder had extended His Obſervation ;. for, clear as It i is, ou are Thoſe who will 
not admit It. Such is the Prevalence of Tyrant Cuſtom.” ? 

If I were to miſunderſtand a Friend, and that Friend thould ſay, © You are miſtaken,” I micke. N 
5 aſk this Queſtion; *© Who miſtakes Me!“ — But, if He ſhould * r You have miſtaken,” the 
Phraſe could not then be objected to. 
„ Miſtaken Fair, lay Sherlock by. 2 


9 


Should be miſtak ing Fair. 

Jo make It ſtill more plain, 1 take the Liberty of making a Remark on the Word trodden; which, 
being, like mater, a paſſive Participle, may with Propriety be ranked with It. Should a rude Boy injure 
a Field of Wheat, and the Farmer thus accoſt Him, “ How  miſchievouſly are You trodden down the 
« Wheat,” His Language would be unintelligible ; but, were He to ay, How ne have You 
% trodden, &c.” He would be immediately underſtood, == 

Written may be brought forward as another ee bas Wos I an 
« avritter my Letter very ill“ would not be more improper than I am miſtaken, when meant to imply I make 
a | Miftake. — Place the Verb have in the Room of am, and both Sentences will be clear. 
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tremulous Hope, that the Errors which may occur in this Work may be treated with Lenity by higher 


Grammarians, from whom I ſhould think It an Honour, to receive the Advantage of Information. I 
cannot recollect that I ever rejected InsT&UcT10N, and hope I ſhall never * refuſe to liſten to the 
cc Voice af un En mne 


Hendon, January, 1797. 8 


When the Scholar has been accuſtomed for a Month or two to write from Copies compoſed in the fol- 
lowing Manner, He may then be allowed to write according to the uſual Cuſtom, as at the End of this 
Book; after which, I am perſuaded, the Teacher will find Him more ready in pointing out the different 
Parts of Speech, and placing the Capitals, than after a much longer Time, ſpent only in ſtudying the Rules 
of Grammar, — On my own Experience I found this Opinion, to which I ſubſcribe my Name. 


CHARLOTTE PALMER. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


Obſerving the Impropriety with which Cards or Notes of Weieales, &c. are frequently written, 1 take 
the Liberty of ſubjoining ſome Comments thereon. 1 

Children at School are often directed by their Teachers to write Leiters to their Parents; but, compli- 
mentary Cards, being, at an early Age, unneceſſary, ſeldom form a Part of ſcholaſtic Acquirement. They 
ſhould not however be totally neglected, fince Nothing is more common than for Envy to ſtamp Ignorance 
on Thoſe, who, for Want of Information, cannot properly diſtinguiſh the Difference between a Note and 


a Letter, and yet perhaps the Cenſured may, in other Reſpects, far ſurpaſs the Cenſurer in Depth of Un- 
derſtanding. A noble-minded Perſon will never expoſe the Errors of Another, ER el Himſelf; 
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